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The aim of this index is to provide a handy
reference to some of the themes and
topics in the complete collection of
poems in the anthology. This may offer
the opportunity for teachers and students
to cross-reference the poems in terms of
their subject matter. This index is far from
exhaustive and teachers and students will
discover many other themes as they work
through the poems in the collection.

A Cigarette in an Ashtray 122
society, health

A Keen for the Coins 94
history, change, money, culture,
design

Alpine Interlude 104
death, nature, parents and children,
spirituality

Amen Woman 140
society, old age, poverty,
characterisation

An Bhóín Dé 72
animals, beauty, man and nature

An t-Ámhránaí 49
personal issues, work, artists, self-
belief

Angel Boy 58
boyhood, personal issues, fantasy,
schooldays, hero

Anto’s Inferno 119
joy-rider, characterisation, punishment

Apple Pip 27
fantasy, song, word-play, tradition

Ar an Seilf sa Leabharlann 26
books, dreams, adventure

Bee-chasing 107
nature, cats

Belly Buttons 24
fun, identity

Birthday Call 132
family relationships

Black Cat 92
animals, nature, pets

Blue Willow 141
fantasy, unicorn, art history, garden

Bordeaux Macho 100
personal issues, boyhood, relation-
ships, characterisation

Box Beneath the Bed 40
childhood, dreams, archaeology, per-
sonal history

Bully 124
society, family, school, loneliness,
isolation

Bunoscionn 55
fantasy world, sounds, language

Ceist 72
nature, love

Cold Day, Hot Day 32
nature

Dán do Theifigh 137
society, relationships, identity, refu-
gees, prejudice

Dancing on the Table 14
family, fantasy, meditation, spirituality

Do you know what the sea is able to do? 46
environment, man and nature

Doggerel for Emily 36
nursery rhyme, nonsense

Dorothy’s Dotty Dress 34
childhood, fantasy, parents

Gargoyle 74
history, architecture, culture

Hallowe’en 37
season, traditions

Head Lice 82
school, social issues, health

Hell 120
words, language

Hideout 15
aloneness, personal experience

His i’s were Empty 126
family, father

Homework with Her Cat 108
school, family, work

Hoppy New Year 21
nature, seasons, nursery rhyme

House Proud 98
home, social pride

I’m Not Stupid 131
family, anger, identity, isolation

In the Bakery 114
work, food

In the Desert 145
personal experience, social identity,
meditation

In the Pressure Cooker 128
work, home

Instructions for Surburban Living 118
urban/suburban behaviour

Is This What I Get For? 44
fantasy, culture, growing-up

Jim-fish 147
fantasy, song

Leaving for a Nursing Home 139
society, old age, infirmity, loneliness,
change, isolation

Líadan 33
history, culture, relationships

Lion King 63
family, grandfathers, age

Mal Magú 88
fantasy, ghosts, magic, growing-up

Me in a Tree 66
personal identity, isolation

Medley for Morin Khur 146
history, music, culture

Miracle Boy 102
adventure, boyhood, parents,
achievement

Mornsong 97
beauty, man and nature, growing-up

My Day 110
famine, family relationships

My Family When I’m Angry 133
personal experience, family, anger

Neighbourhood Watch 78
social behaviour, animals

Night 144
nature, beauty, fantasy, spirituality

Oidhreacht 130
trust, belief, relationships

Old Witch, Young Witch 18
fantasy, school, growing-up, magic

On Water 101
family, childhood, parents, fear

Oops! 129
behaviour, humour, prejudice

P is for Poetry 148
play, words, language

Pangur Bán’s Revenge 90
history, cats, manuscripts, monks

Pearl and the Rhymes 93
personal experience, dreams, poetry

Poem for a Baby 99
family, home, pride

Poisoned 123
animals, relationships with pets, death

Pony Tales 76
horse riding, school holidays

Riverdown 142
spirituality, childhood, nature, belief

Robot Kid 38
technology, fantasy

Sa Bhaile 25
home, family

Sad 45
child labour, society, culture

Santa’s Poem 39
seasons, Christmas, traditions

School Yearbook 136
history, war, family relationships,
conflict

Script 104
nature, change
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Sculpture Yard, USA 116
travel, time, hobos

Shane the Shaman 70
spirituality, chant, rhythm, Indian
culture

Síofra Sí 37
fantasy, ghosts, magic

Skinhead 59
boyhood, personal experience, fan-
tasy, schooldays

Slipstream 115
ambitions, flying, dreams

Solar Eclipse 69
science, astronomy, wonder, history

Song of Cuhtahlata, Lost Cherokee
Mother 89
festive, Native American culture,
spirituality, death

Sruthán sa tSeapáin 23
nature, fish

Straffan Camogie Girls 64
school games and attitudes, girls’
sports, Irish games

Street Dancer 60
dreamer, personal experience, self-
belief, song, dance

Suddenly Autumn 144
nature, seasons, fruit

The Creatures’ Crazy Jamboree 30
animals, work relationships, fun

The Day the Dalai Lama Met the
Pope 135
politics, ballads, Northern Ireland
troubles, religion, history, charac-
terisation, satire

The First Giraffe to be Forced to Live
in a Shoe 42
fantasy, fable, design

The Furk 56
fantasy, characterisation, language

The Game 136
childhood, relationships, Northern
Ireland troubles, conflict

The Gap 86
society, the unknown, behaviour
growing-up

The Great Blue Whale 22
nature, mammals

The Heron 73
nature, birds

The House that Barks 50
nonsense, language, fantasy

The Human Zoo 138
people and animals, identity

The Lost Shoe 84
angels, dreams, sense of place

The Love Song of Harry Hippo 24
fun, nature

The North Pole 52
fantasy, children and adults

The Rabbit 80
animals, death, work

The Recipe for Happiness 16
food, tradition, family

The Sleeping Sailor 117
work, social issues, characterisation

The Sock Gatherer 81
animals, home

The Violet Maker 112
child labour, work, culture, childhood

Three 32
school, language, word-play

Training the Robin 28
man and animal, characterisation

Tree 106
personal identity

Turns 67
play, street games, social issues

Txt U L8r 16
fun, txt messaging, language

TXT–UR 125
teens, social issues, family

Van Gogh’s Yellow Chair 62
personal issues, art, history

‘What are we doing yesterday,
Granda?’ 17
nonsense verse, language

Where I Hail From 68
home

Word Game 20
language, words, play, identity

Words Are Such Silly Things 11
language, words, play, identity

Yarn 113
work, nature, agriculture
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