200 BC - AD 500

Che Kingdoms or Ireland

‘% Ireland at this time was divided into 150 tiny little
kingdoms, so it must have been a bitch for paparazzi
to keep tabs on the shenanigans of all the royal families.
Minor kings were subjects of a less minor king who in
turn took his orders from one of the five provincial kings,
the provinces being Leinster, Ulster, Connaught, Mun-
ster and Meath, in which was located the seat of the
High Kingship of Tara. Among the more famous kings
who ruled here were Niall of the Nine Hostages (AD
377-405.) More recently the area has been under the
rule of Dick of the Fifteen Dossers (AD 2002-2007), who
decided to build a giant motorway through one of the

most important archaelogical sites in Ireland.
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‘SE. Padrick... one of the Few Sants
whose Ffeast day presents the
opporiumty to get deterrined/ly
whacked and make a Fool of oneselt,
a/l wunder the gerse of acting Irish.

Charles M Madligan, American Journalist

AD 432

ARRIVal op St Pacrick

The first real Paddy

‘ﬁf In those days, the Irish regularly made wild
plundering forays into Britain, much the way Irish
Manchester United fans do most weekends. On one
of these raids, they captured a youth of sixteen and
kept him in slavery for six years. But the future St
Paddy escaped, fled home, became a bishop, had a
dream of converting us Pagan scum to Christianity,
came back and did just that. Legend has it that he

used the shamrock as a symbol to explain the Holy
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Trinity and that he banished the snakes from Ireland,
though a number still survive, disguised as county
councillors. St Patrick’s success in converting countless

CAR PLAY TO yA paDDyl  T@dmented, pagan kingdoms to

~>\\,T:~“~ Christianity is celebrated each
o Y year on 17 March by Irish and
4 : pretendy lrish people all over

the world wearing giant styrofoam pastiches of him on
their heads, drinking twelve pints of green beer, then

puking into their chicken curry.

AD 500 - 800

Ireland’'s Golden Age

‘?ﬁ During this period Irish monastic settlements

R
were considered the Harvard or Yale of their day, EAD\NT*‘/S AND
the key difference being that all the studentsa“U@#TENMENT

didn’t have yellow sweaters with the sleeves tied

across their shoulders and drive Porsches.
Irish monks preserved much of Europe’s
written heritage and also set about re-Chris-
tianising the continent, missionaries forming

churches as far away as Vienna and Kiev.
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Among the most famous missionaries was Columcille,
who converted the Picts of Scotland. Ireland became
known as ‘The Land of Saints and Scholars’, as op-

posed to now when it's become known as ‘The Land
of Overpriced Apartments and Mindless Planning’.
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